
FROM THE RECTOR
Fr Rob Wickham

I donÕt know about 
you, but I am mildly 
excited about the 
concept of the Big 
Society. The thought 
of a political ideology 
which speaks of 
altruism, generosity 
and dare I say it, love 
for our neighbour is 

an exciting prospect indeed. Some have 
argued that as we live in an excessively 
individualised society, we have lost the 
ability to act generously, especially if we 
as individuals do not benefit in the 
process.

Of course as Christians, whose 
calling is to love God and our neighbour, 
this language of a Big Society might be 
very welcome indeed - at long last the 
Government is speaking Òour languageÓ. 
However, there must also be a health 
warning for the Christian. Our mission is 
not to Big Society with a greater sense 
of civic responsibility, our mission is to 
further the Kingdom of God, where our 
acts of service and love are not about 
ourselves, but rather about the God 
who loves us and who has redeemed 
our society in the first place in Jesus 
Christ.

I hope and pray that as we talk more 
and hear more about the Big Society, 
our response might be one of how the 
Church operates within a Big Society. It 
seems to me that the answers are found 
in the ability to say our prayers, receive 
Jesus at the Altar and learn more about 
Him through the Bible. Then, as better 
informed Christians, we can ask Jesus to 
transform our communities, and find out 
through Him what He requires of us.
I hope that this August, each of us can 
do just that through prayer, the 
sacraments and our Biblical 
understanding.
Have a lovely August.  With love,

                         

Father DAVID
Peter Ottino

For the past two 
years we at St JohnÕs 
have enjoyed the 
loving support and 
gentle guidance of 
Father David Evans, 
our curate. Now he 
is moving to the care 
of a new flock. He 

said a grand farewell to us on Sunday 25 
July, departing for well earned rest 
before his induction in September to the 
incumbency of St ChristopherÕs parish, 
Walworth.

Fr DavidÕs ministry with us has been 
essentially addressed to those who might 
be overlooked, passed by, by their fellow 
beings. In particular the homeless, for 
whom he has worked tirelessly in 
strengthening the Hackney Winter Night 
Shelter, leading our parishÕs contribution 
to its work of compassion and practical 
help. But also the elderly. Surely still 
youthful himself, Fr David has 
demonstrated a remarkable love for 
those in the congregation and beyond, 
whose years have largely run their 
course. He has brought us in from the 
cold. He has encouraged us with lunches, 
with trips to the cinema and theatre, to 
keep smiling, to engage with one another, 
to enjoy together the evening sunlight, to 
recognise ChristÕs presence even now 
among us.

It was sad to bid him goodbye at the 
end of July, but we pray with confidence 
that Fr David may with GodÕs help bring 
to the people of Walworth the kindness, 
piety and quiet joy in GodÕs creation that 
we have seen here in his work for us.

GOING on HOLIDAY?
If you are going on holiday this August, 
please donÕt forget to tell the clergy, so 
we can pray for you. In addition, please 
also send the church a postcard. We will 
put these up for everyone to see.  
Bon Voyage! The address is: St John at 
Hackney, Lower Clapton Road, E5 0PD 

TRAIDCRAFT
Beryl Ottino
Volunteers are needed  to take over 
from me the running of our Traidcraft 
stall at the beginning of January 2011. The 
main tasks are as follows:
! On behalf of the parish, to order and 
arrange receipt of goods from Traidcraft.
! To price all goods on arrival.
! To set up the stall about twice a 
month; weekly prior to Christmas; and on 
special occasions such as the Fete.
! To pass TraidcraftÕs invoices to the 
Parish Administrator; collect cheques 
from her and send promptly to Traidcraft.
! Purchase, for cash from local shops, 
some fair-trade items (eg chocolate bars) 
for sale on the stall.
! Keep a careful record of sales, 
purchases and payments.
! Pass proceeds regularly to the Parish 
Treasurer.
! Keep the church supplied with fair-
trade coffee, tea, and sugar (taking 
payment for these from the coffee fund)
! Keep the church supplied with fair-
trade toilet rolls. Payment to be credited 
by the Treasurer.
! At the year end, give the Treasurer an 
account of all purchases from Traidcraft 
and all payments made to the parish.

Traidcraft is an active Christian response to 
third world poverty.
* By trading directly with poor growers and 
producers, we help them to work their way 
out of poverty.
* By developing their skills and knowledge, 
fair-trading helps growers and producers to 
achieve their God-given potential.
* By influencing other traders, Traidcraft 
creates new opportunities for the poor.
* Fair-trading offers a simple and effective 
response to JesusÕ command that we love God 
to serve the world.

Are you called to fight poverty 
through our Traidcraft stall?
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DECISIONS MADE AT 
LAST PCC MEETING
Community and School Chaplain
The PCC will seek to appoint a 
Community Chaplain to champion our 
pastoral projects, and also be the 
Chaplain to Hackney Free and Parochial 
School. We expect to advertise in 
September, with a view to the new 
member of staff being in post for 
January 2011.
 
Front Entrance and Lobby
The front entrance of the church is to 
be redecorated with a few minor 
alterations. This is in readiness for the 
longer opening hours for St JohnÕs in 
providing a more accessible place to 
pray. This will take place in September 
2010.

Archive Room
The Archive Room (the room above the 
Urswick Chapel) is to be altered to 
become the new parish office, where 
the Administrator and others will work.  
This will take place in September 2010.

Urswick Chapel
The restoration works on the Urswick 
Chapel will begin this month. This will 
include the levelling of the floor, new 
lighting and the complete restoration of 
the Urswick and Bannister tombs. This 
work has been enabled through 
generous grants from various Charities 
and Trusts. Thanks to Laura Tomlinson 
who raised the monies needed. The 
Chapel will be out of bounds until 
November 2010. The Memorial Chapel 
in the main body of the church will be 
used for weekday worship.

Tea and Coffee Area of Church
This area will receive an overhaul this 
September, courtesy of R J KILN. This 
will include new freestanding lockable 
cabinets and serving spaces.

Seating
The PCC will now begin its petition for a 
Faculty to change the seating in the main 
body of the church. All but 8 of the 
current long pews will be replaced by 
Canterbury Chairs. The 8 remaining 
pews will be the 3 pews which survived 
the fire in 1955 and 5 of the 1958 pews 
to remind us of our heritage. We plan 
to buy 350 chairs, including 50 with arms 
for those with mobility problems. Please 
pray for this process, and continue in any 
fundraising endeavours that you might be 
having. We all now need to be thinking 
of how to raise money in a creative 

manner.

WHATÕS GOING ON IN 
THE WOODS?
Phyllis Manning
A most glorious sunny weekend and the 
St John-at-Hackney Scout Group held 
their annual Family Group Camp at the 
district camp site in Epping Forest. There 
were more than 70 in camp - all ages - 
and one dog: possibly the best behaved 
camper! 

The Scouters do the cooking - and 
chatting - at this camp. The programme is 
arranged by the Rover Crew (very old 
members). The campers were divided 
into all age teams, named after four 
countries, in recognition of the Football 
World Cup: Japan, Nigeria, Spain and 
Brazil. They were all given lovely white T 
shirts to decorate with their team flag 
etc. Happily, copies of the countriesÕ flags 
and maps were to hand. Activities 
included map-reading in the forest. 
Compass and tree recognition, as well as 
tracking, were also on the programme. 
Wood was collected for the Camp Fire, 
where each team offered a stunt or 
song.

On Sunday, the service (ScoutsÕ Own) 
included making a washing line of our 
hopes and prayers. Then came the wet 
games and the water slide Ð a good way 
to get cleaned up before mum sees us, 
and itÕs fun on our sloping site.

So now we look forward to 2011, 
when the St JohnÕs Scouts will celebrate 
their 100th birthday ........... more of that 
another time.

EMAILS
Audrey Seabrook
These are the sort of things which arrive 
daily in my computer from friends abroad:

From Pamela West in Canada
This is a flower from"Thailand." 
A protected species; not allowed to be 
exported.

This will be the only way we will be able 
to view this flower." 

The very rare parrot flower.
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DATES for YOUR DIARY in AUGUST
WORKING PARTIES and BIBLE STUDIES
None during August.

OTHER
Open Church
Please help to get St JohnÕs building open ever more fully this summer.  
If you have some spare time on a Wednesday or Saturday and would like to help 
please speak to John Tribe:  

Telephone  020 8533 1745
Email johnjanettribe@yahoo.co.uk



FLOWER ROTA

If you would like to provide and arrange 
the flowers in church for a special 
occasion, or in memory of a special 
event, please choose a date and add your 
name to the rota on the notice board. 
All the Sunday dates for the rest of 2010 
are listed there.

If you are not sure about the 
procedure please speak to Judy Bourne 
who will be very happy to advise you.

Her telephone number is:
020 8985 3532

OK then 
THIS CAN BE MY 
SPACE!
Audrey Seabrook

My husband John died in 
2001. 

If that had not happened, 
we would be celebrating 
our Silver Wedding on 
11 October this year.

So, I have decided to 
hold an exhibition at Sutton 
House, as shown in this 
poster       >>>>>>>>>>

Please put the dates in 
your diaries. IÕll be there to 
greet you with a smile, not a 
tear!
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Would you like to 
learn how to play the 

Steel Pan
???????????

!
Pantonic Steel Orchestra

offers
FREE Workshops

at St John-at-Hackney
Sun : 12Ð2pm & 2Ð4pm

Mon: 2Ð4pm 
& 7.30Ð9.30pm
Tues : 2Ð4pm 
Weds: 2Ð4pm 
& 7.30Ð9.30pm

until 8 August 2010
  

No previous experience is 
required just a desire to 

learn
!~~~~~

 Be a part of the 
 Hackney One Carnival

on 8 August

SPACE TO LET

THIS COULD HAVE 
BEEN YOUR 

ARTICLE

ARE YOU ALL ON 
HOLIDAY?



POETRY CORNER
Moa Point
Janet C Colson, April 2010

Above the swell I cry, 
IÕm here, what must I do?
Guide me, if you will, 
And quickly,
Before light fades
On this new dawn.

Still early at the Point,
The pound dogs howl,
A single jogger
Damns the wind.

When I return 
The breeze, as soft as baby breath,
Shivers the flax 
Like rattling bones,
Only the faintest ripple 
Roughs the Strait.

A speck of light 
On the horizon,
A plane swoops in,
The rest is still
(The surf seals gone
For lack of wind)

Keep on, you say,
The clouds will speak,
As one sun sets,
There is another rising.

LETTERS to the EDITOR
Anyone and everyone is invited

to write something for Reflections.
Deadline for contributions

for the next issue is 
Sunday 29th August to
seabrook@mac.com

PHOTOGRAPHS for 
REFLECTIONS

Please remember if taking photographs 
to send by email for use in Reflections

you should select a small file size.

  The next issue of Reflections  will be published on 5th September

PARISH DIARY
For Services see the weekly Sunday notice sheet 

Mondays  7.30pmBellringers practice
Wednesdays 5pm  ChildrenÕs choir practice   6pm  Adults
SCOUTS and GUIDES meet regularly at their headquarters

The Den, in the Old Rectory Drive
activities for boys and girls from age 6 years
Contact Jim or Judy Phillips
Tel: 020 8985 9397; 
Email:phillips_james1@sky.com

 
STAFF and VOLUNTEERS at ST JOHN-at-HACKNEY

Rector  Fr Rob Wickham 
T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 221 E: rectorofhackney@aol.com:

rectorofhackney
Curate Fr David Evans
 T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 223

T: 020 8986 4456 E: davidjjevans@mac.com

Curate Fr Lincoln Harvey
T: 020 7254 2343 E: lincoln.harvey@gmail.com 
T: (m) 07855 866823

Curate Fr Sebastian Ejiaku
T: 020 8519 2555

Reader 
Emeritus Mrs Barbara Scott Wollaston E: babscotwoll@ntlworld.com

Parish 
Admin. Miss Emily Ovenden 

T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 222 E: admin@stjohnathackney.org.uk

Director of Music Mr Jack Bicker
Cleaner Ms Hazel Panton
First Aider & Caretaker Mr John Tribe

T: 020 8533 1745 E: johnjanettribe@yahoo.co.uk
Tower Captain Mr Stephen Jakeman
Artist in Residence Mr Andrew Coombes
MothersÕ Union Leader Mrs Mercy Moss
Editor of Reflections Mrs Audrey Seabrook

E: seabrook@mac.com

WE ARE A 
FAIRTRADE 
CHURCH

<< Breaker Bay 
- close to Moa Point.
New Zealand


