
FROM THE CLERGY
Fr David Evans

In common with 
churches across the 
country, St JohnÕs has 
suspended the use of 
the chalice at Holy 
Communion. This 
follows a 
recommendation 
from the 
Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York, who are in turn 
responding to advice from the 
Department of Health not to share 
vessels during the swine flu pandemic.

Reactions have been mixed. Some 
see this as a sensible precaution, others 
as a drastic over-reaction. Whatever you 
think, we have the opportunity to 
consider together the significance and 
theology of Holy Communion. 

Holy Communion, also called the 
Eucharist, which means thanksgiving, is a 
great gift from God to us, the church. 
The bread and wine donÕt stop being 
bread and wine, but through the Holy 
Spirit become something else as well: 
the body and blood of Christ. 

St Augustine tells us that when we 
consume food, the food is digested and 
becomes us; when we consume the 
Eucharist, we become the food. HeÕs 
saying that through this sacrament, we 
become more Christ-like. 

How it all happens is a mystery. For 
the moment we cannot all consume the 
blood of Christ, but we can all continue 
to become more Christ-like, through 
the Holy Spirit. 

CRéCHE UPDATE
Helen Wickham

There will be a chance 
to see the small hall 
(area outside the 
kitchen) set up as a 
cr•che after the service 
on 30th August.! 
Parents with children 
aged under three are 
warmly welcome to 
come and have a look 

and chat about how this facility will work 
on a Sunday morning.! The cr•che will be 
up and running during Sunday services 
from 13th September onwards.! 
Thankyou to those people who have 
offered to help run the cr•che.! 
Volunteers are still needed, so please talk 
to Toyin, Helen or Vastiana if you are 
interested.

MORE THAN 
FORTY YEARS AGO
Photographs courtesy David Ingle, 
a one time Cub Scout.

The Choir photograph was used for 
the church Christmas card in about 1962.
It was a large choir which sang every 
Christmastime in St Martin in the Fields,
and once, we sang in St PaulÕs Cathedral. 
It was run by Mr Gare, and later by Mr
Whittaker, who was the music teacher at 
Paragon Rd. 

Prefects was from 1963, and includes 
the Rector Mr Pink, and the Head Master
Mr Baldry. 

The Scout Leaders picture is of 
Bill Ross and George Hawkins who
Were leaders of 14th Hackney.

My Parents helped to run the very popular 
J Club  They very bravely took a coach 
load of teenagers to Cornwall in 1963.
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St John-at-Hackney Project
WORKING PARTY REPORTS

Children & Young People
We have identified as our current priorities:
* Cr•che facilities on Sunday mornings for children aged 0-2 and their parents/carers. 
These will be available from the second week in September.
* Consideration of plans developed by Toyin, Andrew and Jack for a summer 
holiday provision. An exciting programme of outings and activities around the theme 
of kins will be offered to children aged 5 to 15 for two weeks from 3rd August.
* The development of a behaviour policy for children and young people in church on 
Sunday mornings. This has now been devised and the implementation of the policy will 
be discussed over the next month, together with extending it to cover all our activities 
with children and young people.
* Production of a Welcome Pack for new parents to the church. The pack, which we 
hope will be available in September, will provide information on all children's/young 
people's/family activities at St JohnÕs, as well as details of the new behaviour policy.
Discussions within the Working Party have highlighted the need for more volunteers, 
particularly for the Blessings group (age 8-11). You don't need to be trained since 
you'll be helping the current Sunday School leaders Ð perhaps with reading with a child, 
helping with drawing, cutting out or painting, joining in with songs, stories and prayers. 
There will be opportunities for training further down the line, but right now you just 
need enthusiasm, a sense of humour and patience. If you'd like to know more, have a 
chat with Toyin, Helen or Vastiana.

People & Prayer  
Thanks to all who attended the parish picnic  in the walled garden on 19th July. It 
was a lovely time of fellowship, and the rain held off just long enough. On 25th July 
thirteen of us enjoyed an afternoon trip to the Carribean. The stage of the Hackney 
Empire was transformed into a slice of Haiti. The palm trees swayed vigorously, and so 
did we by the end of the performance of Once on This Island . 

Book early for the parish trip to Marvellous Margate on Saturday 22nd August, 
departing St JohnÕs at 9.30am and departing the coastal resort at 5.30pm. WeÕve 
booked a 51-seat coach, and it will soon fill up. Adults £10, children under 14 £5, with 
concessions available. See Emily, the parish administrator, or Father David. 

Our next parish picnic  will be on 30th August.

We are in the process of producing a welcome pack  to be given to all new church 
members, including: photographs of whoÕs who; information on our provision for 
children; an invitation to a meal; and a brief history of the church. 

NOTES FROM BRUSSELS
Christian D’Cunha

Belgium has 44 miles 
of coast. Flat white 
beach runs straight, 
interrupted only by 
the River Yser as it 
empties into the 
North Sea, and by the 
harbours of Ostend 
and Zeebrugge.! 

Along the beach are breezy sand dunes, 
a continuous cycle path and the Kosttram 
which rattles and whirrs by every 10 
minutes. There is an abundance of Tea-
Rooms (the name harking back to when 
they would cater for holiday makers 
from over the Channel), where Flemings 
go to sip Trappist beers and scoff 
waffles and frites.!
! Peddling from one end to the other 
on a sunny day, scenes of maritime 
leisure rolled past like a film strip: a kite-
flying convention, a carousel of spin-
drying fish, a man hovering 20 metres 
overhead in a diesel-propelled glider, a 
stall selling wulloks, and other tasty 
crustaceans.

Love and prayers,
Christian

SCOUTS GROUP CAMP
Phyllis Manning

A steamy weekend, 
with a few showers just 
to keep us on the alert 
and find out who had 
not packed their kit 
properly or secured 
their tent! This years 
Group Camp proved a 
tremendous success 

with a slightly novel programme put on 
by the members of the Captain Oates 
Rover!Crew.!The traditional skills of! 
lighting fires;!cooking twists and sausages 
on sticks; pond dipping; as well as various 
feats of physical skills - Balancing Beans! 
etc.!were all in the weekendÕs!activities. 
In addition, this year, semaphore was 
included .....This was quite new to some, 

Where’s my sock?

and needed some revision for others. A 
lost and 'old fashioned'!skill,!but who 
knows when you might need it.!(Just 
imagine .... You might not have a mobile 
phone !!!!!)!
Saturday night's campfire/sing song, in  

Where’s my groundsheet?

an hour of on/off rain, included a 
presentation to our hard working Cub 
Scout Leader. We were proud to see the 
District Commissioner!hand over!a Long-
service Certificate to Patsy Musgrave for 
her 10+ years leading the Pack. Well done 
Akela!
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On Sunday morning our ScoutsÕ Own 
Service was led by David Carr. David is 
our home-grown chaplain. He joined the 
St. JohnÕs Cub Scouts when he was 8 yrs 
old. He is now a Reader, based at St 
Michael & All Angels Church, London 
Fields. He spoke about houses and 
other things built on sure foundations 
[see Matthew 7.24]

Then it was off to the forest for a 
Wide Game before Ôstriking campÕ, a 
water game in the hot sun and returning 
home. I wonder what Mum heard about! 
The Troop will be off to camp next 
week and that will leave a couple of 
weeks for the leaders to prepare for 
the autumn programme of training and 
events.

Have a good summer!
 !!

MEET LOUIS BLERIOT
Mahandra Roopchan
It was quite by chance that I discovered 
the aeroplane flown by the frenchman 
Louis Bleriot one hundred years ago 
(the first man to fly across the English 
Channel - the event!recently recreated 
flying the original aeroplane). The plane is 
displayed in the lower ground floor 
of!Selfridges in Oxford Sreet, Central 
London until the end of August. You can 
get there by bus 55 from Hackney, or 
using the Central line tube from Bethnal 
Green to Bond Street. 

Bleriot follows a distinguished!list of 
aviators such as the Mongolfier brothers 
who ascended the heavens in a hot air 
balloon!in the eighteenth century and the 
Wright brothers who made the first 
powered flight in the early twentieth 
century. After Bleriot,!Colonel Chuck 
Yeager was the first man!to break the 
sound barrier aided no doubt by some 
British research. Then the emergence of 
the then Soviet Union in!space followed 
by the Anglo-French development of the 
only successful supersonic passenger 
aircraft, Concorde, and the culmination 
so far of the first manned!moon landing 
forty years ago!crewed by Neil 
Armstrong, Michael Collins and Buzz 
Aldrin, the last of which I thought I 
would never see in person, let alone 
have the pleasure of listening to him 
lecture.

The Bleriot aeroplane at Selfridges is 
a terrific opportunity to see what I like 
to think of as history made flesh or 
history made real.

CHRISTIANS and JEWS

Peter Ottino 
North London branch of 
the Council of Christians 
and Jews (whose area 
covers the boroughs of 
Hackney, Haringey and 
Islington) has held two 
major events, and plans a 
further two, this year. 

Here is a brief account of them.

Pilgrimage
Our symposium on pilgrimage in the 
Jewish and Christian traditions attracted a 
lively audience of about twenty at Ajex 
House, a residence for Jewish ex-
servicemen and women at Stamford Hill, 
on Sunday 8th March.

Discussion was led by Rabbi Alan 
Plancey, minister emeritus at 
Borehamwood & Elstree synagogue, and 
the Reverend RosŽmia Brown, vicar of St 
JamesÕ church, Clapton. Both spoke on 
remarkably similar lines of our personal 
pilgrimage on the road of life, the 
progress of the soul towards recognition 
of GodÕs love - though RosŽmia has also 
conducted many a pilgrimage over land 
and sea.

Our audience, Christian and Jewish, 
had much to contribute.

Seder explained
Each year we aim to hold a Seder 
explained at one or other of our local 
churches. Our event on 2nd April drew a 
large audience of sixty or more at St 
IgnatiusÕ church, South Tottenham. The 
occasion was presided over by Rabbi 
Lawrence Rigal, an old friend of ours, 
who colourfully took us through the 
Haggada and led our singing. Rabbi Rigal 
appears to delight in this annual 
engagement with us. Like him, we see the 
Seder explained as of crucial importance 
in our work, the fostering of mutual 
respect for our traditions, revealing as it 
does to Christian participants the Jewish 
form and basis of the Last Supper and 
consequently of the ChurchÕs precious 
sacrament of the eucharistic feast.

Children of Abraham
Our next event on 11th August at St 
ThomasÕs church, Clapton Common, will 
be a talk on The Children of Abraham by 
the Reverend Michael Edge, vicar of St 
AndrewÕs Enfield, a lecturer in the 
Hebrew scriptures at London Bible 

College. we hope for an audience of both 
Christians and Jews, and perhaps also of 
Muslims from the North London Islamic 
Centre, Hornsey, where we have 
established friendly contact.

Brenner Choir
Then, on 9th September at St MaryÕs 
community hall, Stoke Newington, we 
shall be entertained at our local branch 
annual meeting by the Brenner Choir, a 
lively Jewish group of singers led by 
Rebecca Wedell. The choir last sang for us 
at a most enjoyable St CeciliaÕs day 
concert two years ago.

""""""""""

We seek to reach out to the community 
of North London, christian and Jewish,and 
in a small way to Muslim friends. If you 
might be interested, please speak to Peter 
or Beryl Ottino

FROM THE EDITOR
Audrey Seabrook

I hope that while you 
are enjoying your 
summer breaks - 
either away in exotic 
places, or in the 
lovely British 
countryside, or even 
in London, taking an 
occasional day trip to 

the seaside, or to Hackney City Farm - 
you will not forget to share your 
experiences with us in Reflections next 
month.

Meanwhile my Sturdy toolbox with 
a collection of DIY tools, including 
an electric drill. Also a handy metal 
cabinet containing a multitude of 
assorted nails, screws and other 
useful bits and bobs as advertised in 
June & July Reflections, is still available. 
For goodness sake - someone must have 
a use for it. Check it out and make me an 
offer . . . . . PLEASE!
Whatever I get for it will be 
donated to the church.

?¼¡'¡¼?o,,,,o?¼¡'¡¼?o?¼¡'¡¼?o
A boy was watching his father, a 
pastor, write a sermon.
"How do you know what to say?" he 
asked.
"Why, God tells me."
"Oh, then why do you keep crossing 
things out?"
?¼¡'¡¼?o,,,,o?¼¡'¡¼?o?¼¡'¡¼?o
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POETRY CORNER
Audrey Seabrook offers this poem by John 
Betjeman, which makes her think of our 
own church’s Georgian origins.

Verses Turned .......
Across the wet November night
The church is bright with candlelight
And waiting Evensong.
A single bell with plaintive strokes
Pleads louder than the stirring oaks
The leafless lanes along.

It calls the choirboys from their tea
And villagers, the two or three,
Damp down the kitchen fire,
Let out the cat, and up the lane
Go padding through the gentle rain
Of misty Oxfordshire.

How warm the many candles shine
Of Samuel DowbigginÕs design
For this interior neat,
These high box pews of Georgian days
Which screen us from the public gaze
When we make answer meet;

How gracefully their shadow falls
On bold pillasters down the walls
And on the pulpit high.
The chandeliers would twinkle gold
As pre-Tractarian sermons rollÕd
Doctrinal, sound and dry.

From that west gallery no doubt
The viol and serpent tooted out
The Tallis tune to Ken,
And firmly at the end of prayers
The clerk below the pulpit stairs
Would thunder out ÒAmen.Ó

But every wandÕring thought will cease
Before the noble altarpiece
With carven swags arrayÕd,
For there in letters all may read
The LordÕs Commandments,
Prayer and Creed,
And decently displayÕd.

On country mornings sharp and clear
The penitent in faith draw near
And kneeling here below
Partake the heavenly banquet spread
Of sacramental Wine and Bread
And JesusÕ presence know.

And must that plaintive bell in vain
Plead loud along the dripping lane?
And must the building fall?
Not while we love the church and live
And of our charity will give
Our much, our more, our all.

d d d d d d d d d d

PARISH DIARY
For Services see the weekly Sunday notice sheet 

Sundays  9am Choir practice 
Mondays  7.30pm Bellringers practice
SCOUTS and GUIDES meet regularly at their headquarters

The Den, in the Old Rectory Drive
activities for boys and girls from age 6 years
Contact Jim or Judy Phillips
Tel: 020 8985 9397; 
Email:phillips_james1@sky.com

 
STAFF and VOLUNTEERS at ST JOHN-at-HACKNEY

Rector  The RevÕd Rob Wickham 
T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 221 E: rectorofhackney@aol.com:

rectorofhackney
Curate The RevÕd David Evans
 T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 223

T: 020 8986 4456 E: davidjjevans@mac.com

Curate Fr Lincoln Harvey

Reader 
Emeritus Mrs Barbara Scott Wollaston E: babscotwoll@ntlworld.com

Parish 
Admin. Miss Emily Ovenden 

T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 222 E: admin@stjohnathackney.org.uk

Children and Youth Co-ordinator
Miss Toyin Ajidele
T: 020 8985 5374 Ext. 226 
T: (m) 07960 493768
E: stjohnsstlukesyouthworker@hotmail.co.uk

Director of Music Mr Jack Bicker
Community Development Worker Mr David Hazeldine
Cleaner Ms Hazel Panton
First Aider Mr John Tribe

T: 020 8533 1745 E: johnjanettribe@yahoo.co.uk
Tower Captain Mr Stephen Jakeman
Artist in Residence Mr Andrew Coombes
MothersÕ Union Leader Mrs Mercy Moss

  Reflections is published on the first Sunday of the month 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To comment on anything in Reflections, 

please do write to the address or 
email shown on page 1.

 

Deadline for contributions
for September issue is 
Sunday 30th August to
seabrook@mac.com

PHOTOGRAPHS for 
REFLECTIONS or WEBSITE

Please remember if taking photographs 
to send by email for use in Reflections

or on our website,
you should select a small file size.


